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ATTORNEY GENERAL REQUIRES 30-DAY ALTERNATIVE SUGGESTION PERIOD
BEFORE SALE OF FISK STIEGLITZ COLLECTION PAINTINGS

     Tennessee Attorney General Bob Cooper is requiring Fisk University to delay by 30 days its
proposed sale of two of the financially troubled university’s prized Stieglitz Collection paintings.
The Attorney General wants to give the public an opportunity to propose alternative financing
that would keep the two major works of American art at Fisk.

      In a letter to representatives of Fisk University and the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum, General
Cooper has directed Fisk to publicize the proposed sale of O’Keeffe’s “Radiator Building-Night,
New York” and “Painting No. 3” by Marsden Hartley in the local and national press. His
purpose is to provide the community an opportunity to propose financing that would “allow one
or both paintings to remain on display with the remainder of the Stieglitz Collection.”  

     If, by the end of the 30-day period, General Cooper determines that sufficient funds have not
been committed to preserve the collection, he will give final approval to an agreement between
Fisk and the Museum. That agreement will send the O’Keeffe painting to the Museum’s facility
in Sante Fe, New Mexico, in return for $7 million and will clear the way for Fisk to sell the
Hartley on the art market with certain conditions.

     In his letter, General Cooper stated that he is requiring the 30-day solicitation period in order
to allow the community “to act and preserve a local artistic treasure.”  “The importance and
significance of the Stieglitz Collection to Nashville’s art community and to historically black
colleges and universities cannot be overstated,” General Cooper said in his letter. “It is no
exaggeration to say that if it sells these paintings, Fisk will lose the artistic heart of the Stieglitz
Collection.” 

     General Cooper noted “the current and historic importance of Fisk University to Nashville
and the nation” and also acknowledged that Fisk University faces extreme financial problems
that must be addressed.  Accordingly, if Fisk cannot procure alternative financing, General
Cooper concluded that “the preservation of the collection is not worth the risk of financially
crippling one of the preeminent historically black colleges and universities in the nation” and
will allow the sale of the paintings to go forward.
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     By law, the Attorney General has supervisory duties of any charitable gift to Tennesseans.
Renowned American artist Georgia O’Keeffe gave Fisk the Stieglitz Collection in 1949 as a gift
from the estate of her famed photographer husband Alfred Stieglitz. The Collection includes
paintings by O’Keeffe and other prominent early 20th Century American artists, prints by Renoir
and Cezanne as well as Stieglitz photographs. New York’s Christie’s Appraisals, Inc. estimated
the potential value of each of the two paintings in question at $8.5 million.

     Fisk asked the Attorney General’s Office to approve the sale before filing a petition in
Chancery Court. The Georgia O’Keeffe Museum through its predecessor entity, the Georgia
O’Keeffe Foundation, intervened, citing certain conditions O’Keeffe apparently placed on the
gift. Those conditions allegedly include that the Collection be exhibited to the public and a
prohibition against loaning or selling any of the art. The Museum asserted in its intervention that
if any part of the Collection is sold, the gift would be void and the entire Collection would revert
to the Museum, because the museum is the successor to the O’Keeffe estate. 

     In addition to the proposed painting sales, Fisk and the Museum have agreed Fisk will
provide up to $560,000 from the sale of the paintings to restore Fisk’s Van Vechten Gallery to
properly display and protect the remainder of the Collection as part of the settlement.

     The Attorney General has instructed the University to use its best efforts to publicize the
Attorney General’s letter throughout the state and to any potentially interested parties to find an
alternative to the settlement agreement. If at the end of the 30-day period the Attorney General
does not find there is enough money committed to keep one or both of the paintings at Fisk in a
manner consistent with the apparent terms of the O’Keeffe gift or terms likely to be approved by
the Chancery Court, he will approve the agreement. 

(A copy of the letter is attached to this press release.)













GEORGIA O’KEEFFE
Radiator Building Night, New York, 1927
Oil on canvas
48 x 30 inches

Marsden Hartley
Painting No. 3, 1913
Oil on canvas
42 x 34 1/2 inches




